184	LAy OF  THE LAST MTNSTREL.
the castle of Roslin, where he resided in princely splendour, and
founded the chapel, which is- in the most rich and florid style of
Gothic architecture. Among the profuse carving on the pillars and
buttresses, the rose is frequently introduced, in allusion to the name,
with which, however, the flower has no connexion \ the etymology
being Rosslinnhe, the promontory of the linn, or water-fall. The
chapel is said to appear on fire previous to the death of any of his
descendants. This superstition, noticed by Slezer, in his Theatrum
ScotiatvaA alluded to in the text, is probably of Norwegian derivation,
and may have been imported by the Earls of Orkney into their
Lothian dominions. The tomb-fires of the north are mentioned in
most of the Sagas.'—scott.
1. 405. the darkened hall. The coming on of darkness at
the approach of an evil spirit is a commonplace in romance.
There is an example in the ballad of * King Henrie' in the Border
Minstrelsy.
'He's ta'en him to his hunting ha',
For to make burly cheir;
When loud the wind was heard to sound,
And an earthquake rock'd the floor.
And darkness cover'd a' the hall,
Where they sat at their meat;
The grey dogs howling left their food
And crept to Henrie's feet.
And louder howl'd the rising wind,
And burst the fasten'd door;
And in there came a griesly ghost
Stood stamping on the floor.'
1.455. the spectre-hound. Scott quotes from Waldron's
Description of the Isle of Man an amusing story of a soldier in
Peel Castle, which was haunted by a ghostly large black spaniel
named the Mauthe Doog, in the language of the country. A
pot-valiant soldier followed it; a frightful noise was heard; and
when the soldier came back, he was speechless, and after vainly
trying to explain by signs what had happened to him, died in
horrible convulsions.
1. 469. St. Bride of Douglas. ' This was a favourite saint of
the house of Douglas, and of the Earl of Angus in particular, as we
learn from the following passage:—" The Queen-Regent had pro-
posed to raise a rival noble to the ducal dignity; and discoursing of

